
Fynbos Community Based projects 

Recreation and Parks

Ashton Mouton
Professional Officer: Ecological Management



2

History Current



Challenges

Å Theft of infrastructure
Å Lack of staff experience or unwillingness to conservation management

ï Recreation and Parks not a conservation  agency
Å Unknown R&P sites with high biodiversity value 
Å Confusion between Biodiversity Management & Rec & Parks:

ï Biodiversity Agreement sites vs Nature Reserves
ï Nature Reserve Proclaimed under NEMPAA
ï Nature reserve falls within Environmental Management land
ï BA sites have CapeNature Agreement
ï BA sites fall on Rec & Parks land

Å Safety concerns
Å Managing public:

ï Expectations: large quantity of Fynbos plants
ï Misperception: Bush of Evil, flattened dunes, 

Å Limited budget
Å Limited expertise 
Å Politics plays a role
Å Land Invasion
Å Uncontrolled wildfires
Å Diverse landscape: High workload

ï Wetlands, Dunes, Riparian areas, Mountains, Parks
Å All sites need active ecosystem restoration
Å No dedicated Fynbos nursery resources or expertise

3



Community Projects
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Current POS What we would like
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Getting our communities into local Public Open Spaces 



Seed collecting within Biodiversity Agreement sites

Collect and restore Critically Endangered Fynbos vegetation through passive 

restoration techniques

Recreation and Parks
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Seeds collected:
All indigenous seeds collect are easily 
grown.
NO expensive equipment needed 
(environmentally triggered)
To grow Requires:

Å low maintenance
Å No fertilizers 
Å Expertize
Å Little water

Grow to sell or grow to plant in 
community

Propagating through Seed or cuttings

Broadcasted in June 2023



After seed broadcasting
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November 2023

20 species of endemic CFSF seeds was broadcasted
Fynbos started growing within 2 months
Recruitment was very successful
Overtime the Fynbos species will dominate and beautify the area



Other Fynbos based projects

Å Alien vegetation clearing (removing Port Jackson, Rooi krans, etc.)

Å Fire break on Protected areas (Mowing)

Å Rehabilitation of habitats projects

Å Fynbos Honey (Open market)

Å Environmental Education

Å Cape Flats Tour guides (market open)

Å Fynbos products (plant based products)

Å Controlled planned fire interventions
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THE NEED FOR FYNBOS BASED ECONOMIES

Å Stimulate Local economic opportunities

Å Fragmented vegetationõs & ecosystems across the City of Cape Town

Å Establishing local Green economies

Å Provide Fynbos Awareness campaigns

Å High need for habitat rehabilitation in all communities

Å Alien clearing ecosystems (Skills development programme)
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Local Green Economy
What can you do?

Grow your own products
Know your surroundings
Know your market
Tourism
Involve your community
Teach & Learn
Photography & Painting
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SPEKBOOM (Portulacaria afra )
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Local Green Economy
What is the Local Green Economy?



Thank You


