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THE CONTEXT:  CAPE TOWN, SOUTH AFRICA 



https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2018-01-17-capewatergate-as-fake-news-flows-real-photos-show-droughts-effect-on-dams/

https://www.theguardian.com

CǊƻƳ ǘƘƛǎΧ 

¢ƻ ǘƘƛǎΧ 

2015-нлму 5wh¦DI¢ ϧ /!t9 ¢h²bΩ{ Ψ![ah{¢Ω 5!¸ ½9wh  

Queueing for water



/ƛǘȅ ƻŦ /ŀǇŜ ¢ƻǿƴΩǎ ²ŀǘŜǊ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎȅΣ 
launched Feb 2020 

DIVERSIFY WATER RESOURCES - THE CAPE FLATS AQUIFER  

Image Source: Hay, McGibbon, Botha and K. Riemann



Image Source: UCT & CCT GIS data sets 
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Cape Flats Aquifer



STORMWATER PONDS AS CONTRIBUTORS TO AQUIFER RECHARGE?

STORMWATER POND STORMWATER POND STORMWATER POND

NBS TO HELP FILTER & 
CLEAN STORMWATER STORMWATER HELPS 

RECHARGE AQUIFER
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 NEGLECTED SPACE?



STORMWATER PONDS ς AS EMPTY LAND 



Occupied stormwater detention pond in Nomzamo, StrandInformation supplied by Franz von Moltke, CoCT, 28 May 2021

Nov 2019 Oct 2020 
(Covid)

Feb 2022

PONDS AS LAND TO BUILD ON



OS2 Public Open Space 2 

PRIMARY USES - Public open 

space and environmental 

conservation use 

CONSENT USES -  includes 

Environmental facilities, tourist 

facilities, utility service, 

cemetery, rooftop base, telecom 

station, freestanding base 

telecommunication station, 

wind turbine infrastructure, 

cultural and social ceremonies, 

urban agriculture, informal 

trading, harvesting of natural 

resources and air and 

underground rights 

ZONING LAWS ±{ Ψhb ¢I9 Dwh¦b5Ω w9![L¢¸



     /!t9 ¢h²bΥ t9w{L{¢9b/9 hC ! ΨDw99b !t!w¢I9L5Ω (Venter et al, 2020)

Source: https://zandersamuel.users.earthengine.app/view/green-apartheid



Map Source: https://communitree.in/cape-town/biodiversity

Anderson,et al. (2020). 

DECREASING FYNBOS, DECREASING BIODIVERSITY 
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Images Sourced: Thefynbosguy.com

FYNBOS ςA CULTURAL LANDSCAPE


