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Supper time — 
And reflections

Paddling the river is like going down 
a tube – floating seminars spark very 
different insights, sensations, thoughts 
and questions than walking or cycling 
seminars might. (David)

The water reeds hide the river from the 
world and the world from the river. You 
hear signs of the wider world as you 
paddle, but rarely see them. The ‘forced 
kiss’ of reeds stifling the river? (Pierre) 

I like the world being not for me – it’s 
for the birds or other animals – they 
don’t need a dock, the reeds offer them 
places to nest and hide. (Anna)

Looking up at the world, the red roots 
of the trees that I would never see 
otherwise, being on the river offered a 
different kind of perspective. (Isabelle)
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The difficulty of getting people to 
phenomenologically register connections 
between taps – rivers – waters. Floating 
seminars as part of a way to perhaps do 
this. (Pierre)

The very high caffeine levels in Aarhus Å.  
How paddling its waters evokes a sense 
of the immediacy of the relations between 
human bodies and water bodies. (Pierre)

Riffing off Toby Butler’s work on the 
Thames, how people are bound to the 
river and how it connects people.

How different forms of water require 
different kinds of responding to them: The 
small-scale mildness of Danish and British 
rivers vs. French or German rivers. (David)

How water draws you to it for leisure. 
Why? 

Brains on LSD are like a whirlpool. The 
continuous system of water between 
yourself, brain and world. (Katrin)

Using our arms for motion is quite 
different than using our legs. 

How the horizon of the river shifts as you 
move along it.
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Suggestions for 
improvements/
changes/additions 
raised in our 
discussions around 
the braai*

*South African term for BBQ

•	 Maybe invite people to prepare a five 
minute talk and deliver it on the water to 
stimulate discussion. (Katrin) 

•	 Two people in a boat makes it hard to talk 
to others as in e.g. a walking seminar – 
switch up the people you are rowing with 
throughout the journey?

•	 More time – we only had time to paddle 
up and down the river

•	 Give people a topic to explore while in the 
boat and report back to the group

•	 Maybe give people some kind of specific 
assemblage to attend to during their 
journeys down the river. (Pierre)
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Ideas Amber and 
Josh have had 
since the floating 
seminar regarding 
developing the 
method 

•	 Body-maps are a great complement to 
floating seminars and tie in really well, as 
Anna’s and Isabelle’s body-maps show

•	 Coming together as a ‘flotilla’ at pre-
determined times to share experiences, 
observations and thoughts.

•	 A two-day workshop where part of 
the process is staying/camping on the 
riverbank. 

•	 Making time to map perceptions of the 
river before and after the adventure.
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